























6. Possible Short-Term Changes to Accommodate Intermodal Containers

In the interest of international compatibility of intermodal containers, consideration should be given
to a specific change of US size and weight regulations for containers on tridem axle semitrailers, at
appropriate gross vehicle weight (GVW) above 80,000 Ibs.

7. Re-assessment of Bridge Formula
Existing Bridge Formula “B” should be reassessed with the intention of providing a more appropriate
control on bridge stress, if possible. Any proposed change in truck size and weight limits should be

screened to ensure compatibility with an appropriate bridge formula, the ratings of existing bridges,
and bridge design standards.

8. Envelope of Allowable Vehicle Configurations

If performance standards appear feasible, policymakers should consider development of envelopes
of allowable vehicle configurations for designated systems and subsystems, based on engineering and
safety performance of both vehicles and infrastructure.

9, Enhanced Truck Accident Data

A national system should be developed to identify and evaluate all accidents involving large trucks.
Such a system should include an improved accident/VMT (vehicle miles traveled) recording system
sensitive to vehicle type, configuration, and design.

The following lower-priority but important recommendations are also supported for further study
and research:

10. Researching “Road-Friendly” Vehicles

Truck and infrastructure research should be expanded to resolve questions concerning the extent of
potential benefits to pavements and bridges of “road-friendly” vehicles.

The possibility of differential weight limits or fee schedules for “road-friendly” suspensions should

be further explored. The issue of the maintenance of “road-friendly” suspensions should be further
explored, especially the means of ensuring the maintenance of damping characteristics over time.

11. More Effective Enforcement

More effective deterrence from overloading should be provided in enforcement programs. The
programs should include the factors listed below.

. An escalating fine structure with stiffer penalties for greater degrees of overload and repeat
offenders.



Education of judicial branches at all levels concerning the consequences of overloading for
the infrastructure.

. Effective judicial enforcement.
f— . Application of ITS technology.
12: Standards for International Containers

More effective means of establishing and maintaining standards for the size and weight of
international containers should be explored.

13. Public Education

| A public education program should be developed to address heavy vehicle size and weight issues,
particularly with respect to safety, intermodalism, and environmental issues.




